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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To reduce the time required for the reducing 
reaction of an oxidation catalyst by introducing an 
inert gas into a reformer tube isolated from the raw 
material in the backward direction to purge a 
combustible gas contg. steam. 

CONSTITUTION: Selectors 32, 35 and 36 are closed, and 
selectors 13, 33 and 24 are opened to operate the fuel 
reformer. Meanwhile, when the operation is stopped, the. 
selector 13 is closed to stop the supply of the raw gas 
such as hydrocarbons and alcohols i a burner 3 is 
extinguished, a feed valve 24 is closed to stop the 
supply of the reformed gas 21 to a fuel cell. The 
selectors 35 and 36 are then opened, the selector 33 is 
closed, the selector 32 is opened to introduce the inert 
gas 31 from the lower outlet of the reformer 2 through 
the selector 32, the remaining reformed gas and steam 
are discharged to the outside m of the system from the 
selector 36 through an inert gas passage 34, a water 
condenser 22 and a steam separator 23 as a vent gas 37, 
and condensed water is recovered in the separator 23. 
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